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AUSTRALIA 


GOOOS AND StRV-CES 

® The trend estimate of the balance on goods and services recorded a surplus of 
$166m in April 1997, an increase of $29m over the surplus recorded in March 
1997. ‘This is the fourteenth consecutive surplus on this balaure. 

= Exports of goods anc services, in trend terms, increased $70m, or 0.8% from 
March 1997 ta April 1997, continuing the upward trend since September 1996, 
Imports of goods and services, in trend terms, increased $4im, or 0.5% from 
March 1997 to April 1997, continuing the upward trend since August 1996. 


QUEENSLANG 


UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

= Remained stable. in trend terms, at 9.7% tor May 1997. For females, in trend 
terms, decreased 0.1 percentage point to 9.2% for May 1997, For males. in trend 
terms, remained stable at 10.1% tor May 1097. 

DWELLING UNITS APPROVED 

= Total dwelling units approved in Queensland, in trend terms, totalled 2.862 in 
April 1997, increasing 10.5% from April 1996 but decreasing 0.9% from March 
1997, 
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ECONOMIC INDICATORS, 


The number of employed persons in Queensland, 
in trend terms, was 1,546,500 in May 1997, 
increasing 1.3% from Mav 1996, Fulltime 
employment for males decreased for the seventh 
consecutive month, recording a decrease of 1.9% 
from May 1996 to May 1997. Female full-ome 


employment increased 1.2% for the same period. 


Retail trade turnover in Queensland, in trend terms, 
increased for the fifth consecutive month, recording 
$1,912.2m in April 1997 This was an’ increase of 
3,2% from the April 1996 figure. 


In trend terms, the number of new motor vehicle 
registrations in Queensland for April 1997 was 
10,667, an increase of 0.3% from April 1996 and 
0.7% from March 1997. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Australia 
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INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN GOODS AND SERVICES, Summary 


EXPORTS —— aeeeeereeteeeeeeeeretenees IMPORTS ooo eee eee e eee eee eee e teen ete ee ee ene 
inter- 
Total Total mediate 
Balance on = goods Non- goods Con- and 
goods and and Total Rural futral Total and Total sumption Capital other Totaf 
Month services services goods Boods Bonds Seices services goods foods Boods goods services 
TREND ¢$ million) 
1997 
January 7a 8636 6539 1905 4634 2087 8557 6640 1765 1589 3286 1917 
February 169 8749 6622 1950 4672 2127 2540 6703 17%? 1634 3292 1937 
March 137 8841 6688 194 4704 2183 8704 6749 1783 1674 3287 1955 
April 166 Bg1r 6738 2011 4727 2173 8745 6777 1795 17i3 3265 4 968 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
April -. . 6.0 47 a2 3.3 10.2 5.0 4.4 go. 14 3.7 R1 


SPS RS Fees FRESE PETAR EERE SSE SES SE ETH TERR ERA EER ERHR EE HE EO HHH EY & + 


BALANCE 
aqg7 GN 
CURRENT 
ACCOUNT FOREIGN INVESTMENT IN AUSTRALIA’... EXCHANGE RATE LEVELS... cee ceeeseeeeaeees 
TREND... ORIGINAL .......ccccecceec ese cas te ce ee ease eeeenees ORIGINAL 2.0... 00. cece e eee cece sence eer rrnrnantagasssasie 
Official Non-official Net foreign debt SUS pA Yen $4 Trade-weighted index* 
Quarter sm $m $m $m 
1996 
June -4521 78125 Bo 414 187 535 0.7918 85.12 58.1 
September —4 500 BO 348 365 737 195 833 0.7384 85.42 58.5 
December —4 753 a4 354 378 487 199 197 Oo. 79853 So.72 5e.4 
1997 
March 4 B71 84 356 382 S670 169 G02 O.77S3 4,23 60.5 
% CHANGE FROM CORRESPONDING PERIOD OF PREVIOUS YEAR 
1997 
March vs 7.6 a7 7.3 29 14.0 6.5 
1 At end of period. ? Source: Reserve Bank of Australia. * Base: May 1970 = 100.0 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Australia continued 


ER Rteee SRR TF HTH A HERE BPE RRR HEE DARA HEH TE SRR EREEC PRET THT eR AH RRR AEH BHR HE S 


AUSTRALIA—NATIGNAL ACCOUNTS)... ccacsrererr cece ee eceeecenece eee ne ee ee ee ease ee ee eee ee ea ee ease eases pa ES EG ES EaEaDESgSEIEES SS ENENES 
Final consumption expenditure Gross fixed capital expenditure Exports of imports af Gross non-farm Gross domestic 
foods and goods and product — product — 
Quarter Private Goverment Private Public services services income Oased income based 
Sd “ fee Sk o = AF 
TREND ($ rriltian) 
1996 
June 65 823 18 085 19 387 4578 25 499 24 556 106 O79 109 885 
September 66 127 18 O25 19 915 4595 25 416 25 039 106 779 110 668 
December 66 4o4 18 ii 20 343 4763 26 183 25 503 207 698 LiL 720 
1997 
March 66 873 18 278 20 771 4990 26 598 25 987 108 7a7 112 956 
ures ee cag a a 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 2.3 o.8 10.6 5.8 6.2 as 3.3 3.6 
tv bru dra e sew ew Ae a A A aS 4 PO eh DO FR RP Oe Bo te TF RR ew A A A e ee sot 
ORIGINAL ¢$ millian) 
1996 - 
June - 65178 18613 20 244 5 oo4 25 064 24 206 105 242 107 816 
September 65 a75 17 957 ig ois 3665 25 601 25 G7 106 291 108 975 
December 89 742 18 387 21 419 4601 26 804 26 063 11% 433 119 524 
1997 _ _ ; 
March 63956 —- 1? 426 18 g24 4607 26 701 24 628 “105 Oaa 107 912 
ce to ear ee ee cS 
ORIGINA: (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 2.1 0.1 11.0 53 6.1 6.5 2.5 2.4 


Rete OH AR EEE HE SRE RE TEE HH DR H SPH HRT EPS GEERT ETETE SRR RSH ETH RHR RTH He BES 


AUSTRALIA—-NATIONAL ACCOUNTS! COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR? 


Gross domestic product — average Deviation from long-term frend 


Quarter sm % $m 
or a A A i a i a 
TREND 
1996 
dune 408 692 5738 
September 109 277 5 Foo 
December 409 639 5 939 
1997 
March 110 926 6141 
pe a i en 
TREND (% changa from corresponding period of previous year) 
1957 
March 28 2.6 
ee i i i ie oe ‘a w aos aa ee ee 
GR'!GINAL 
1996 
June 107 112 0.16 4794 
September 107 875 O.oF 6 056 
December 117 7385 1.28 7 555 
1997 
March 105 557 0.39 4929 


ee i ee 


ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previaus year) 


1997 


March “1.1 


1? 


+ At average 1989-50 prices. * See explanatory note 6, page 19. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS— Queensland 
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GROSS STATE 


FINAL CONSUMPTION GROSS FIXED STATE FINAL PRODUCT-— 
EXPENDITURE)... seeeceeeeee CAPITAL EXPENDITURE* DEMAND? INCOME BASED- 
Quarter Private Government Private Public 


TREND ($ muliien? 


1996 
March £0 588 2 367 3362 1105 18 322 17 665 
June 11 080 2877 2 558 Lora 18 585 17 897 
September 411134 2 876 3775 976 18761 18 126 
December 1i 173 2 834 3957 Bed 1a 89s 18 326 

a a a a 

TREND (% change fram corresponding period of previous year) 

1996 
December 2.8 ig 18.5 -19.0 42 5.0 

FR eR ATA A A RN NR RR A RA A Nee ee 

ORIGINAL ($ million} 

1956 
March 10 580 2774 3522 g8c 17 356 17 723 
June - 10 89a 2 997 3847 457 18 999 1? 938 
September 11 :166 2 806 3 800 787 18536 18 047 
December 11741 2972 4250 845 19 828 18 393 

fh 
RE ROO EE HKG Aes FE EE RE OK RO Eee i i i a ee 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 

1996 --4 — 

December 2.6 5.8 20.4 -12.4 5.7 6.2 


eee Ree ETE SERS HET Se RRS RARE RMR ERE HE RATHER ESE ERE OHH D 


PRIVATE NEW CAPITAL EXPENDITURE.....0....ccccecceeceretssese vareeeeenes 
Quarter Building and structures Equipment, plant and machinery Total 


TREND ($ million} 


- 1996 
: June 470 1 054 1 622 
b Septernber 5a2 1084 L876 
| December 704 1110 1814 
I" 1997 
‘ March 796 1134 1930 
i ee ee es 
i TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
i 1997 
i March 118.2 12.0 40,2 
a a a ce ee ns 
ORIGINAL ($ million) 
1996 
June 560 1218 1 808 
September 592 1049 1640 
December 604 1 092 i 786 
1597 
March 697 1009 1 706 
a a 
ORIGINAL (% change fram corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 171.7 9.6 449 


1 At average 1989-G0 prices. 
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MAJOR INDICATORS—Queensland continued 
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TOTAL BUSINESS 


NAMES REGISTERED* BANKRUPTCIES? INTERSTATE TRADE® 


Exports imports 
Quarter No. No. $m $m 
Ce ee 
1986 
June 176 6538 41054 1 6638 3305 
September 176 668 1225 1528 3372 
December 178 440 1156 i479 3478 
1997 
March 180 829 1 443 1389 3191 
ow sae - ee 
% CHANGE {from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
Decernber 2.3 29.2 0.2 O.1 
1997 
March 28 37.2 6.4 2.4 


SPST ERE HERR HRA REAPER REECE THEE Ee RHE RTS EAR HE ESET REESE TE 


- FOREIGN FRADE.... 


#4 Exports Imports 

Month $m $m 
a i i 
i399 

January 960 784 

February lili 682 

March 896 666 

April L176 706 


ee 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 


1997 
March -15.8 -1.5 
Apnil 10.2 1.4 


} Stock at end of period. Source: Office of Consumer Affairs. 
* Source: Insolvency and Trustee Service Australia. 


* Source: Queensland Government Statistician. 
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PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION 


Ste FF FRR ERASE ERE REED HD HEE KEES STE TRESEHR HDR HRT THE EER ER SEES RHR RHEE HR RRR EH YS 


AUSTRALIA—INDEAES OF MANUFACTURING GROSS PRODUCT + o.....cccceccseeereeseeteteeeeeateneanass ese beseeneeeerene 
Food, beverages Textiles, clothing, Chemicals, petroleum Metal Machinery and 
Quarter and tobacea footwear and leather and coal products equipment All groups 
TREND 
1996 
June 104.4 B14 113.7 98.8 121.6 104.8 
Septernber 104.2 83.2 142.6 98,5 121.7 104.6 
December 104.4 86.3 115.6 96.8 120.7 103.9 
1997 
March 103.8 e683 102.1 @4.9 120.0 103.4 


tw bee a eA RN RA A A RA EE ENA ee 


TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 : 
March -16 6.9 -3.3 3.6 12 -1.6 


a 


ORIGINAL 
1996 
June 99.3 78.2 115.1 53.6 119.4 101.8 
September, 103.7 85.9 112.5 104.4 130.4 198.3 
December 114.8 ao.4 143.5 6g.1 119.9 107.9 
1997 
March 7.5 84.2 105.7 88.0 116.4 98.2 
CPOE TORT E AMER DEG PAP RNS G CEE NE GSE R EERO EE CHEER ERE been Ue Ov eee Eng Re Loa eeneewereerergergeuses 
wa” ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 6.0 7.3 -5.5 -7.8 19 -2.3 


Seed tee STE STEERER EAE EERE TET Ee ROTTER EERE RR ERR eR Eee REE 


QUEENSLAND SHORT-TERM ACCOMMODATION, 0.0.0... .ceeeceeeenee nea eceeceeeces ec ceeeeaeeseeeceeeenessseeseeeeuraeaeeeveeetesenaees 


LICENSED HOTELS, MOTELS WITH FACILITIES...........0... SELF CONTAINED UNITS, FLATS AND HOUSES........... 
Rooms Floom nights Room occupancy Takings from Units Unit nights Unit cecupaney = Takings fram 
available Occupied rate accommodation available occupied rate acrommodation 
Quarter ‘000 ‘000 % sm ‘oo0 ‘O00 % $m 
1996 
June 4a7 2 278 57.6 218.2 18.8 346 49.4 52.6 
September 43.5 2617 65.5 262.9 19.4 1258 70.7? 80.8 
December 44.4 2 557 62.7 262.6 20.2 1142 aL7 816 
1997 
March 44.5 2 289 57.3 229.9 20.0 1028 aia 75.8 


i i i i i i ee ee ee ee ee ee a ae ee ee 


% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 


1996 

December 52 4.4 6.9 7-3 7.2 “ 15.2 
1997 

Maren 4.2 ae a” 1.3 6.0 2.9 . 10.3 


| At average 1989-00 prines. Base: 1999-00=100.0. 
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ON AND CONSUMPTION continued 


PEF P FSP SERRE RHEE EATER EF EET HET SHER ERE RETR RRR EE SD 


QUEENSLAND eee eee eee eee eee nee nee eee nee eee ene ee eee Pedeb eC tU Pe Pre desbeseeeeeeee tereadaenes 
MINERAL 
MINERAL PRODUCTION. .aicaecsaceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee Dae dee eee eee eee eeeeeee ees EXPLORATION 
Black coal 
(saleable)* Copper? God? Totar 
Quarter ‘000 tonnes ‘O00 tonnes ‘OOO kg $m $m 
ee 
1996 
June 23 755.0 fag 6.7 1401.0 56.9 
September 23 945.0 53.8 6.3 1339.0 38.3 
December 25 277.0 76.1 7.3 1368.0 43.0 
1997 
March 24 149.0 65.3 6.4 4361.0 nya. 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
1996 
December 15.8 19.5 -13.5 -2.7 a1 
1997 
March“. od a9 -7.6 0.8 ryd. 
Hb db aE TEER ER EES HERR EE HOHE HRT E EEE SREEE HEE DREERE R DBE E EE R ES 
* 
ag 7 
QUEENSLAND. cece eee eee ee eee eee eens ease ene naan tne eeaeenaes 
RETAIL TRADE TURNOVER NEW MOTOR VEH'CLE REGISTRATIONS? 
Passenger vehicles Total 
Month $n Na. No. 
TREND 
1937 
January 1 866.4 a22g 10 366 
February 1 882.1 8346 10 484 
March 1807.5 S457 10 688 
Apr| 1912.2 as550 10 567 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1997 
March 3.0 15 0.8 
April 3.2 1.0 0.3 
ORIGINAL 
1997 
January 1 897.4 6e71 B 552 
February 1 666.1 7 832 9 823 
March 1 804.9 8564 19619 
April 1788.4 6 398 10 521 
toe x RD kaw ew ee ee 
ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 2.5 -1.3 -3.4 
April 41 13.3 11.1 


? Source: Queensland Coal Board. 


? Excluding motor cycies, mobile equipment and trailers. 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland 
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 0 ieeeee tree eeeeeeeee PARTICIPATION RATE........... 
Persons aged 15 
Males Femates Persons to 19 pears Males Females Persons 
Month % 36 % % Oh oh % 
Baa A AS ee ed 
TREND 
1997 
: February 10.0 9.4 oT na. 741 55.0 64.5 
1 March 10.1 9.3 a7 na, 73.9 56.0 64.4 
i Apa 10.4 a3 a7 na. 7a 56.0 64.3 
May 10.4 8.2 of na. 73.6 55.0 64.2 
a a a SS 
ORIGINAL 
1997 
7 February 10a 10.5 10.7 24.8 74.3 55.9 65.0 
r March 11.3 9.6 10.6 24,1 74.4 55.2 64.6 
I April 10.3 Qa. 3.8 20.7 73.7 54.9 64.2 
E May 9.9 9.6 3.8 21.5 73.4 55.0 64.1 
: 


epee Sete ee eR eR Eee RESET RREREE DRE RR REE e ee 


# 
PERSONS IN 
wa” THE LABOUR 
EMPLOYED PERSONS...0... 0. ccc ceeeteeteeeee eee tenet eeeeeeaees UNEMPLOYED PERSONS... FORCE 
FULL-TiME........... PART-T!ME.......... TOTAL 
Month Males Females Maies Females Persons Males Females Persorts 
| TREND (000) 
1997 
1 February VP3.3 376.0 103.6 291.4 1544.3 O7.2 69.3 166.5 1 710.8 
March 770.5 375.4 105.1 294.1 1545.1 98.0 68.8 166.8 171128 
April 768.2 375.0 106.6 296.2 1545.9 98.1 68.4 166.6 1712.5 
May 766.6 374.8 107.6 297.5 1646.5 98.3 66.3 166.6 1713.1 
Ox SANS READ Ee EER Ee RD ee me Ge eR ee RE RD Re ER ee ee 
TREND (% change from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
May -1.9 1.2 8.5 7.6 13 10.6 2.1 8.9 1.8 
ee i : a 
ORIGINAL (‘'G00) 
1997 
February 773.9 376.8 O74 293.1 1 540.6 105.7 78.7 184.5 1725.4 
March 756.6 374.4 102.0 295.6 1 535.6 110.4 71.3 181.8 1747.4 
April 762.4 369.8 109.0 301.4 4 5427.6 100.6 67.4 167.9 1710.5 
May 767.6 373.2 107.0 295.9 1543.7 $5.6 713 166.9 1710.6 
| ORIGINAL (% change from corresponding period of previous year} 
1597 
May i 1a 8.4 6.8 1.3 8.2 4.3 6.5 18 
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LABOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 
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INDUSTRY OF EMPLOYED PERSONS 


Accur- Property Government Health 
Wholesale omnodation, Transport Finance and adminis- and 
Manufact- and cafes and = and and ousiness tration and community 
Mining — uring Construction retailtrade restaurants storage insurance services defence Oducalion services Other Total 
Quarter ‘o00 ‘000 ‘ooo ‘Odo 000 ‘oto ‘ao0 aco ‘aco 000 ‘ooo uatele) ‘ooo 
ee es + ret et e x oy “ 2 a ea % rte eae woe ee eo 2 
1996 
May 21.0 173.8 123.0 323.3 76.0 85.7 48.4 437.0 66.7 112.5 187.5 2475 1524.0 
August 16.7 166.4 128.8 326.1 21.8 87.3 46.3 138.2 42.1 107.8 139.6 222.9 1526.6 
November 20.68 168.8 129.8 328.6 36.3 83.9 ara 147.6 66.3 108.6 147.4 215.4 1550.1 
1997 
February 15.3 171.8 127.4 334.6 88.6 60.5 45.7 140.7 66.2 106.0 134.2 216.0 1540.7 
ae i A a a 2 er a wag 
% CHANGE (from corresperdirg pericd of previous year} 
1997 
February 3.5 6.4 -0.7 3.6 20.9 11.2 1.6 4.9 2.8 5.4 1.2 3.2 1.8 


ce 


i 


* 
EMPLOYED WAGE ANG SALARY EARNERS... ccc eee eee eee eect ee eeeaeetepneeteen ss 
-«# | PRYVATE GOVERNMENT .isccsccsaaceeeeeeees cee ucesesucucueuuaueueeenuanaues 
Total Commonwealth State Local Total 
Month ‘900 ‘200 ‘ooo ‘800 ‘000 
199. 
December 719.1 47.5 193.4 32,7 273.6 
1995 
January 726.6 46.7 186.1 32.7 264.6 
February 740.4 45.4 181.7 43.4 270.4 
March 7416 45.5 193.1 33.8 272.4 
% CHANGE [from corresponding period of previous year} 
1995 
March 68 13 <1 a3 -0.6 


zee REET 


PRR ES a Ee RHEE RK ee RTH REE HEE ERE DH 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


(full-time adult} iOB VACANCIES OVERTIME. 0... cece eee 
ales Fests Average weeny hours per employee 
Quarter $ 000 Ours 
1996 
May 662.00 553.70 7.3 1.20 
August 665.60 585.80 9.0 O97 
November 879.00 579.80 a6 1.01 
1997 
February 607.20 5B1.80 12.2 0.90 
% CHANGE (from corresponding quarter of previous year) 
1996 
November 3.9 5.1 32.4 3.8 
1997 
February 7.2 5.0 69.4 -6.6 


FRTESPAR TATA STREAK PON PURPA PARP RAE RE 
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LASOUR AND DEMOGRAPHY—Queensland continued 


TARR RETEST HRT HEH EER SEETHER HE ERT TPR RRR TTR RETR ERE ERE ES RR EEHS HARE TREE RHE 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT 


POPULATION POPULATION GROWTH DURING PERIOD..02. ooo. cceeeeee eee ee eae cece etna ee eeee renee 
Net estimated Net estimated 
Natural increase interstate migration overseas migration Total 

Quarter 00 No. No. No. Ne. 
1396 

March 3324.2 7 512 10975 4 393 22 880 

June 3339.1 6151 6 662 2843 15 656 

September 33577 5901 7 S47 4717 18 565 

December 3374.3 5 626 4233 2748 16 617 

% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 

1996 

Becember 2.2 0.6 -18.3 +37 -10.4 


RPRER HER SERRE SSR PAR SF TERR FERRERS RHR SEE DR RR EEE SRE RST EG EE 


ESTIMATED RESIDENT POPULATION AT 30 JUNE 


-* 
~ —_ Brisbane’ _ Moreton* Wide Bay-Burett* Far North’ - _ Queensiand 

Year - 4 "OO ‘900 ‘00 : ‘O00 7000 
a i c,d 
1992-93 L 421.6 533.7 209.3 ist.4 3116.0 
1993-94 1 464.4 558.7 216.1 195.7 3196.1 
1994-95 1 488.9 5B4.2 222.5 200.9 3277.1 
1995-96 1526.5 606.0 227.7 206.0 3354.7 


Streep eee ete he eee dee Se SEE HER HET AER RHEE DE RH ee Ae Ee eee Eo 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES AWARD RATES GF PAY INDEXES” SHORT-TERM OVERSEAS MOVEMENT 
FULL-TIME ABULT EMPLOYEES ARRIVALS CEPARTURES 
Working days fost Males Femates 
Moth ‘OO Index No. Index No. ‘O00 Ooo 
1996 
Decernber 6.3 146.5 150.0 164.2 153.2 
1997 
January 7 146.5 150.2 152.4 144.8 
February 23 146.5 150.2 1423.3 125.8 
March 22.5 146.4 150.3 448.4 140.9 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year} 
7 199T 
- February “ LS 1.5 4.2 5.0 
, March a 15 14 a4 13.4 


* Statistical Division. * Base: June 1985 = 100.0. 


ee ee i 
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BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION—Queensland 


Ree ERE Tete HR REA RTE EE PRES EE PAHS RET EERE RTH THER RR EHH BERR 


BUILDING APPROVALS. EEE EERIE EEE TEED EEE ERR EEE EERE PEE EEE EERE EE EE 
TREND ais ieteeereer rere creer ORIGINAL. cee eter ere nena eee needa rere renee sneer tent tee teennnenteeenee 
New other Value of Value of Total value of 
Total residential Total chwelling dwelling units non-residential all building 
Alew houses dwefling units New houses bulidings units approved buildings approved approved 
Month No. No. No. ya, No, $m $m $m 
a a i a ee eo 
1997 
january 1649 2 359 1 58a 661 2 239 213.3 202.2 450.3 
February 1arT 2 861 1 804 Ba2 2 760 248.4 149.2 405.8 
Marsh 2007 2887 1875 S72 2 846 249.4 144.1 432.8 
Aprul 2 028 2 862 2052 6a5 2748 258.2 4122.5 404.3 
= a i 2 SS eS 
% CHANGE (from corresponding pariod of previous year} 
1997 
April 1.0 10.5 -2.1 20.4 27 1.4 53.2 -34.4 


eo he tbe ee RBatrace te PR READ Hee EEE SKS RRR HET DERE HEHE EME RE eH SRE HEED eB DB 


— 
wa” DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS.,......0..0.. cee tee ene tenes ENGINEERING CONSTRUCTION 
New other Value of new Value of 
residential residential non-residential Value of work Value of 
New houses buildings building building commenced work dane 
Quarter No. Ne, $m $m $m 5m 
1996 
March 4535 2 O42 666.0 5O1.3 616.0 64.4 
June 6 086 2147 856.5 7a1.0 622.8 802.6 
September 5 G1 2142 769.1 551.2 L1i?5.F 865.6 
December 6225 2173 848.6 602.2 1 046.4 S074 
a a A i a a 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1996 
September 7.0 8.7 -L.i -6.8 24.5 23,7 
December 3.1 39.6 19.2 11.6 3.0 7.0 


ee oe) 


ABS + ECONOMIC INDICATORS, QUEENSLANG +: 1307.3" JUNE 1997 15 


rani re 


ERS EL Ee ee 


terete rere ee Se SEH ERE EERE EERE EES ETE ee REESE eee eee RE EERE BE 


AUSTRALIA... cece eee PREP e eee eee nent teen tere ee eee rrr tecuaeeees 
Articles produced by manufacturing industry oo ..0c0ccccccecccsceceeececcececeeevevseeeeeeeee Materials used in mianufacturing Industry’ Export’ Imyport® 
Pood, Basic Petrofeunt Fabricated 
beverages metal and coal Transport = metat imported  Gomestic Alf 
Month and tobacco = products products equiament products All groups materials = matenals materials All groups AN groups 
i a i es 
1996 
December 126.9 101.7 137.7 121.5 120.8 121.6 109.3 163.9 105.8 90.7 108.6 
1997 
January 127.2 102.8 138.9 L228 220.9 122.0 169.8 105.9 107.2 91.6 108.28 
February 127.4 103.8 138.7 122.5 121.0 122.3 109.4 105.3 106.7 92.9 109.3 
March 127.4 103.8 137.3 121.2 121.1 122.2 107.4 104.0 105.1 91.6 107.2 
Sa a 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1957 
March 0.9 AT 7.9 -1,5 1.3 OF 7.0 -1.0 -3.3 ~3.8 6.6 


SRS eee ERE RRR ERE RHR E HRT RET ERE ARR ER HAE DEE SESE ESR RHR ESE SRS SAH ETA RH eR He 


- BRISBANE.......00...... peeeeaee PNG dened eae e eee eee ceee ese ease esas eeaeeetetaneneneneaes QUEENSLAND? eee Weed d aera eeeeeeeeaes 
Established Prices received = Prices paid Farmers’ terns 
* DOMSLIMES PRICE HIGCIE oe ccececscacaracsssaravaravavavavacesacessseauasauasss cee house” by farmers* oy farmers* of trace* 
Quarter Food Housing Transportation: All groups 
execs en tubes BO ERE RE a + 
1996 
June 117.8 112.5 122.1 120.4 137.1 109.4 127.6 84.3 
September airs 112.4 1272.2 120.6 137.5 104.5 128.1 80.5 
December 118.0 108.5 123.3 120.8 136.1 101.8 127.7 78.3 
1997 
March 119.8 106.4 124.4 122.56 nya. 102.0 126.4 30.7 
ee a a ee 
% CHANGE (fram corresponding pericd of previous year) 
1997 
March 24 53.1 3.2 16 aya. 9.0 -1.4 6.5 


Eee Hee Pe ea RRR eR ER RESET SHREK RHEE HH Re HEH ETRE EARP HE Ree Se ea 


Month 


1997 
January 
February 
March 
April 


ee 


1997 
April 


ccs 


PRICE INDEXES 


BRISBANE ceraseceseeeee aves Dene eens meee ee neni 


Materiais used In house buitding® Materials used in pbuilding other thar ROUSE... cere eerie 


All groups Structural steel Ready-mixed concrete All groups 
115.4 136.1 103.4 1i5.F 
145.0 136.4 104.6 116.4 
116.0 136.1 104.7 116.5 
116.0 134.4 105.4 116.4 


ee ee ee ee as 


% CHANGE [from corresponding period of previous year) 


L6 2.7 1.4 1.3 


’ Base: 1988-SO=100.0, 2 Base: 1989-90=100.0, 


* Base: 1087-88=160.0. 


* Source: Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 


SRA oR KEKE SEER HE REESE ER EEE DREHER RRR EH HEE HP HEHE ERR HER REET EEE SE HES 


QUEENSLAND—ALL BANKS (ooo... ..ccasaacseasescaesaaeaeeneaes QUEENSLANO—BU LDING SOCIETIES... caee cesses eee 
DEPOSITS... eee ccc cee ea eee LOANS....... LENDING OPERATIONS. oo eect cette rte eeeeeeeees 
Lending carmmit- 
Term Other Total Other fending? Loans advanced ments unused Receipts Withdrawals 
Month $m sm $m sm Sm $m $m Sm 
1996 
December 23 751 20 a7T5 44126 56 O93 61.6 88.3 926.3 969.4 
1997 
January 23 562 20 650) 44212 Si 163 61.0 83.2 901.6 914.1 
February 23 420 20 873 44 293 S57 485 5e.c 108.5 9715 950.7 
March 23 347 20 B27 44 274 57 738 oa.7 104.9 904.7 655.0 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March 16.0 21.6 18.6 14.6 88.5 $8.8 ~54.4 -56.6 


PS PPPs Eee Ste eee FRSRR TRF P FRPP RHR HEAT ET ARRAS +-HeR HR RHEE RRR ETERS PER FER ER BAER 


QUEENSLANDFINANGE COMM-TMENTS........ccccccccceccseeeseetesetenene tees ster tateeeeeneeaeeteneecessssestuatataeseueugeetensdeeuaeaeas 
wa PERSONAL. wie cee cece cree ence ec ee eet eeseaeeeeeueeeae teins COMMERGIAL........... 0.00222 aae eee eee LEASE 
Credit Finance Finance 
Aff banks cooperatives = compares Other Tota! AN banks companies Other Total Total 
Month sm sm $m $m $m sm 5m $m $m $m 
159 
December 365.2 36.8 60.0 14.6 496.7 1208.0 152.5 122.2 1 484.6 127.8 
1997 
January 384.0 37.0 88.0 12.3 319.3 1363.0 140.9 50.8 1564.7 110.4 
February 398.6 40.4 Ta.8 14.2 631.8 1 060.3 141.1 80.8 1282.2 122.0 
March 428.6 36.3 78.9 13.7 567.6 4 457.0 155.1 80.8 1 728.2 437.7 
9% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
Mareh 14.6 0.5 -28.4 ~32.7 3.3 28.4 69 13.4 25.8 -16.2 


FRPP PSR HEE HR RET EE ERR HR EEE ER RSE EER AHR ER EER HORE KR TES RRR EATERS HHKERKRHeHR ERE R 


QUEENSLAND—HOUSING FINANCE FOR OWNER CCCUPATION AUSTRALIA—INTERES* RATES 


Permanent Housing foans for 
All banks building sogieties Other fenders Total owner occupation 
Manth sm sm sm $m % 
i ea a a a i oY ee 2 “ so ay cs 
1996 
December 560.5 30.4 85.4 666.3 83 
1997 
January 563.8 42.3 57.5 663.6 a3 
February 636.1 52.9 71.0 760.0 7.6 
March 657.4 42.8 60.6 760.9 7.6 
i PMO SRD RT A Rae RRS hE RRR OR RR RR eR 
% CHANGE (from corresponding period of previous year) 
1997 
March a2 60.1 ~13.7 —3.4 


+ Source, Reserve Bank of Australia. 7 tneluding certificates of deposit. * Excluding non-resident lending. 


ee es ee ee ee ee ee ee a ey 
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BUSINESS EXPECTATIONS 


SHR RET HERE R REE EHT HR RHA RR HR EE TRAHRRHEHERRRRE RTE PRR EHR HEE HE ERE KR A 


AUSTRALIA. cc cccccccceeeeeceeeeeeese cpeprebessaaneeeeenaneensanetnenguneetsguueneens cede e eae eeeeneeuerisuneaees QUEENSLANC 
TRADING EMPLOY- OPERATING INTERNATIONAL 
PERFORMANCE.......... INVESTMENT... MENT EXPENSES TRADE ......... SALES 
Selling 
Quarter Sales prices Profit Capital Stocks Imports Exports 
SHORT-TERM OUTLOOK—Expected aggregate cnange from the previous quarter (9%) 
1996 
September 41.6 C2 4.2 2.0 2 o.32 1.3 a7 2.6 14 
Jecember i6 t.2 37 2.6 0.6 o3 14 14 2.6 12 
1997 
March C4 Ga -2.8 5.8 Oo. o.4 0.8 O.5 0.6 4 
June 1.6 O38 7.8 3.4 3 1.0 5.9 1.6 14 
MEDIUM-TERM GUTLOOK—Expected aggregate change fram the corresponding quarter of the previous year (%) 
1997 
June 3.6 15 13.5 Lt a4 O.5 2.2 28 6.2 3.6 
September 3.41 1.2 18.41 6.6 O83 2.4 3.6 47 2.5 
cecember . a1 0.9 9.6 1.2 o.3 2.2 2.41 3.4 3.3 
1998 * 
March 2.9 ag 12.2 3.2 o.3 O.5 1.8 3.0 3.8 24 


* 
VE dee a eHeHeSeTH Ne He eRe RE RBSERH EEE ED 


Stet ee PFS RHE eR BET HH ee eR 


Equipment, plant and machinery 


SAP a 


— 


34 321 


“4 
Sr 
ACTUAL CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 
New buldings and structures 
Period $m Sm 
1995-96 8630 26 692 
1996-97 11475 S68 7D? 


38 601 


tae eet ES EP SHER ERE RETR HK RE HREE HERR HERR PH Ee HERE He OD 


AUSTRALIA. cee eeepc ee nee eee eed ddd dea enone eee eats ener eee teen eeeeeedes 


EXPECTED CAPITAL EXPENDITURE" 


Equipment, plant and machinery 


Period New bujidings and structures 

$m $m 
Cr ee 
§ months to June 1997 7757 13 655 
1996-97 14711 28 285 
1997-98 12 798 21 885 


PAT RARER RAR RR RRO OR AA RRR Re 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 


a a 


INFRODUCTION 


SEASONAL ADJUSTMENT 
AND TREND ESTIMATION 


“1 t 


COMPOSITE LEADING INDICATOR 


RELATED PUBLICATIONS 


UNPUBLISHED STATISTICS 


EFFECTS OF ROUNDING 


SYMBOLS AND OTHER USAGES 


ee ee es 


1 This publication contains latest estimates for a comprehensive range of economic 
indicators. Statistics shown in this publication are the latest available at the date of 
preparation. In a number of cases figures appearing in this publication are preliminary 
and are subject to revision in subsequent issues. Reference should therefore always be 


made to the latest issue or to the statistical publication on the specific subject. 


2 Seasonal adjustment is a means of removing the estimated effects of normal seasonal! 
variation from the series so that the effects of other influences on the series can be 
more clearly recognised. Seasonal adjustment does not aim to remove the irregular or 
non-seasonal influences which may be present in any particular month. ‘his means that 
month-to-month movements of the seasonally adjusted estimates may not be reliable 
indicators of trend behaviour. 


3 The smoothing of seasonally adjusted series reduces the impact of the irregular 
components of the seasonally adjusted series and creates trend estimates. These trend 
estimates are derived by applying a 13-term Henderson-weighted moving average to all 
months except the last six. The last six monthly trend estimates are obtained by 
applying surrogates of the Henderson average to the seasonally adjusted series, Trend 
series are used to analvse the underlying behaviour of the series over time. 


4 While this smoothing technique enables estimates to be produced for the latest 
month, it does result in revisions to the most recent months as additional observations 
become available. Generally, subsequent revisions become smaller and after 3 months 
have a negligible impact on (he series. Revisons also occur as a result of the annual 


review of seasonal factors. 


5 Users may wish to refer to the ABS Publication: A Guide to Interpreting Time Series 
— Monitoring ‘Trends’, An Overview (1348.0) for more detailed information on 
smoothing seasonally adjusted time series data. 


6 The ABS has developed an experimental Composite Leading Indicator (CLI) which 
summarises the early signals contained in a selection of economic indicators. The CL] is 
calculated as a simple average of the short-medium term movements in eight indicators. 
On average during the 1970s and 1980s, the CL] led turning paints in the GDP(A) 
growth cycle by around two quarters, but the jead time for individual peaks and troughs 
varied considerably, 


7 Expansions and slow downs in activity are measured relative to the historical 
long-term trend: thus peaks and troughs in tbe CLI provide early signals of turning 
points in the growth cycle, not signals of recessions and recoveries. 


8 Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in the Catalogue of Publications 
and Products (1101.0). The ABS also issues, on Tuesdays and Fridays, the Release 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in the next few days. The 
Catalogue and Release Advice are available from any ABS office. 


9 As well as the statistics included in this and related publications, the ABS may have 
other relevant unpublished data available. Inquiries should be made to Information 
Inquiries on (07) 3222 6351 or to any ABS office. 


10 Estimates have been rounded and discrepancies may occur between totals and sums 
of the component items. 


na. not available 
TeYas not yet available 
not applicable 


— nil or rounded ta zera 
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{ Australian FOR MORE INFORMATION... 
Bureau of 


Statistics 


The ABS publishes a wide range of information on 
Australia’s economic and social conditions. A catalogue of 
publications and products is available from any of our 
offices (see below). 


INFORMATION CONSULTANCY SERVICES 
Information tailored to special needs of clients can be 
obtained from the Information Consultancy Service 
available at ABS Offices (see below). 


ABS PRODUCTS 
Alarge number of ABS products is available from the ABS 
Bookshops (see below). The ABS also provides a 
subscription service — you can telephone the ABS 
Subscription Service Australia wide toll free 
on 1800 0206 08. 


ELECTRONIC SERVICES 
A large range of data is available via on-line services, 
diskette, Magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD ROM. For 
more details about our electronic dala services, contact any 
ABS office (see below) or e-mail us at: 


#  clientservices@abs gov.au 


GENERAL SALES AND INQUIRIES 
# Sydney 02 9268 4611 s Adelaide 08 8237 7100 


# Melbourne 039615 7755 » Hobart 03 6222 5800 
« Brisbane 07 3222 6351 s Darwin 08 8943 2111 
« Perth 08 9360 5140 « Canberra 06 252 6627 


® Information Services, ABS 
PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
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